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Master and Servant Act that has been well described as
" the first positive success of the trade unions in the
legislative held.'*
During Derby's Ministry occurred the Austro-
Pmssian War, the second or the three great steps by
means of which Bismarck unified Germany under the
hegemony of Prussia. Derby, whose foreign policy was
one of strict non-intervention in the affairs of the Con-
tinent, kept well out of the fray. Only when it was over
did he participate, and, indeed, take the lead, in the
Conference of London, which settled the status of
Luxemburg in the new Germanic system (May, 1868).
The policy of non-intervention in Europe, however,
did not by any means imply indifference to everything
that went on outside the limits of Great Britain. Dis-
raeli, who was the real mainspring of the Government,
was the great—perhaps the first great—imperialist. He
conceived Britain, not as a European kingdom, but as
the centre of a worldwide empire. He was prepared to
take strong and prompt action where Britain's imperial
destiny was concerned. He did not, for instance, hesi-
tate to spend .£8,000,000 on a campaign in Abyssinia,
whose ruler had outraged the rights of British subjects.
This period of his power also saw the completion of
Canadian Federation (1867).
So largely did Derby leave the conduct of affairs to
Disraeli that early in 1868 he felt it proper to retire and
to leave his faithful lieutenant in undisputed command.
The old Earl's health was failing; he suffered horribly
from attacks of gout. The disease, however, did not
deprive him of his powers of pungent expression. It is
told thit about this time he received from an enter-
prising wine-merchant a sample of port warranted to
be " good for the gout." He acknowledged the receipt
of the sample as follows : *' I have tasted your wine. I
prefer the gout."
Derby retired in February, 1868, and he lived for
only another year and a half. His last public act was

